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U.S. envoy: Racism talks hijacked 
September 3, 2001 Posted: 7:40 PM EDT (2340 GMT) 

DURBAN, South Africa (CNN) -- A 
member of the U.S. delegation, 
Congressman Tom Lantos, said the 
U.N. Conference Against Racism 
had been "hijacked" by those hostile 
to Israel.  

"We came here with the best of intentions and have been rebuffed every step 
of the way," he told CNN, saying the walkout was "the principled thing to 
do" after the U.S. came up against an "iron wall."  

"The United States is utterly innocent in watching the conference collapse. It 
is collapsing because some people were hell bent on torpedoing it, and 
succeeded.  

"(U.S. Secretary of State) Colin Powell 
desperately wanted this conference to succeed. 
We have been working for eight months to 
clean up the language.  

"We came up against a desire to turn a 
conference against discrimination into a 
conference against Israel."  

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said his 
country regretted very much withdrawing 
from the conference which he called "very 
bizarre."  

"The show in Durban was supposed to defend 
human rights but became a show of hatred," he 
said.  

"I feel peace was defeated," he said.  

Palestinian chief negotiator Saeb Erekat called 
the pullout by the U.S.and Israel "very 
unfortunate."  

"The U.S. should concentrate on stopping 
Israeli practices against the Palestinians and its 
occupation, not concentrate on the language 
that describes those practices.  
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"We have to bear in mind that Israel is the last 
country on earth that still holds the title of 
occupying power."  

In Durban, Palestinian Ambassador Salman el 
Herfi said the Arab delegations had been very 
reasonable, but the U.S. delegation had 
refused to compromise.  

"It's sad," he told the Associated Press. "It's 
sad they didn't leave room for dialogue, they 
didn't leave room for flexibility."  

Herfi accused the U.S.of pulling out because 
of its own refusal to face up to responsibility 
for slavery and the injustices done to Native 
Americans.  

"Their withdrawal will not affect the success 
of conference. The conference will succeed," 
he said. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, attending the 
conference as a member of the Black 
Leadership Forum, said he was disappointed 
that U.S. President George W. Bush allowed 
the debate over Israel to decide U.S. 
participation.  

"In many ways, the American delegation never walked in," Jackson told the 
Associated Press.  

Human rights organisations at the conference condemned the U.S. 
withdrawal.  

"This is going to be a big disappointment for victims of racism everywhere 
in the world," said Reed Brody, leader of the conference delegation for 
Human Rights Watch told the Associated Press.  

"The United States is using a political smoke screen to avoid dealing with the 
many very real issues at this conference."  
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